As an academic researcher involved in the use of cell-free circulating DNA in solid organ transplantation as well as a journal editor, I was especially interested in the emphasis on both the need for and challenges associated with the free and open sharing and exchange of information as it concerns the clinical implementation of genomic sequencing. Of particular interest to me were seemingly valid concerns expressed by Dr Robyn Ward in the session entitled Implementation Science for Genomic and Precision Medicine about the statistical methods used in a recent New England Journal of Medicine publication that has been used to support (and market) a breast cancer genetic test used to determine whether a specific patient needs chemo/radiotherapy. These comments raise valid questions about what measures should be used to assess the clinical and analytical utility or validity of genetic tests. Additional, important challenges discussed include how to incorporate patient and family values and priorities as well as physician and payer perspectives into the clinical choices made on the basis of genetic test results. Perhaps the best way to summarize the many challenges is to emphasize that there are still major differences between what is possible or even statistically better and what each stakeholder would prefer when given the same genetic test result.
There is a large and growing need for all stakeholders (eg, practitioners, academics, patients, industry representatives, and even medical journal staff) to be exposed to both the speakers and topics discussed at this meeting. I hope this journal will be able to convince speakers and sponsors of such conferences to make the content of meetings more available to those who are unable to attend in person. As part of this effort, I hope to publish both articles and webcast-style lectures online to make them freely available to readers. Comments and suggestions are encouraged concerning potential topics, meetings, or specific presentations.
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